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UNCLAS STATE 284431

 

ATTN PARIS FOR MARK PRATT

 

E.O. 11652: N/A

 

TAGS:  SOPN, XC, US

 

SUBJECT:   NOVEMBER 29 EA PRESS SUMMARY

 

1.  BURMA/INDOCHINA

 

BREAKING MORE THAN 2 1/1  YRS TOTAL WITHDRAWAL FROM NORMAL

STATE RELS, CAMBODIA IS ENTERTAINING BURMA PRES NE WIN AS

OFFICIAL VISITOR.  ACCORDING NYT'S KAMM (BANGKOK), DIPLOS

ASSUME VISIT RESULT OF RECENT PEKING TRIP BY CAMBODIAN PM

POL POT.  SINCE COMMUNIST TAKEOVER CAMBODIA, KAMM SAYS PRC/
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NK ONLY COUNTRIES WHOSE FRIENDSHIP/COUNSEL CAMBODIA APPEARS

VALUE.  NOTES NONALIGNMENT STRESSED IN DECLARATIONS MADE

AT PP OFFICIAL FUNCTIONS BY NE WIN/KHIEU SAMPHAN.  MONITORED

BY RADIO PP, STATEMENTS WERE LIMITED TO AMITY/NONALIGNMENT/

NATIONAL SELF-RELIANCE--EXCEPT FOR KHIEU REMARKS ALLUDING

TO CONTINUING CAMBODIA/VN BORDER CLASHES.

 

2.  THAILAND

 

PM KRIANGSAK, OPENING 5-DAY BANGKOK MEET OF NARCOTICS LAW
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ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES IN FAR EAST, CALLED FOR GREATER EFFORT

TO COMBAT DRUG TRAFFICKING.  SAID INTL COOP HELPING FIGHT

AGANST DRUG TRADE, BUT ADDED THAT PROBLEM CONTINUES TO

REQUIRE "MASSIVE INFUSION OF ENERGY, FUNDS AND OTHER

RESOURCES."  PREMIER ACKNOWLEDGED THAILAND IS GATEWAY FOR

SPREAD OF ILLICIT DRUGS FROM "GOLDEN TRIANGLE," BUT SAID

THAI NOT PRIME PRODUCER (REUTER BANGKOK 11/28).

 

3.  SINGAPORE

 

ANOTHER NARCOTICS CONF TAKING PLACE IN SINGAPORE WHERE

DELS FROM 11 COUNTRIES GATHERED TO DISCUSS DETECTOR DOGS.

 

US AMB HOLDRIDGE ATTENDED OPENING 11/28, SAID HOLDING OF

CONF INDICATES NEW AWARENESS OF NEED FOR INTL COOP IN ANTI-

NARC PROGRAMS.  REGIONAL COMMISSIONER OF US CUSTOMS IN SFO

SAID WORLD CONF ON NARC DETECTOR DOGS WILL BE HELD IN '79

WITH MORE COUNTRIES PARTICIPATING (REUTER SINGAPORE 11/28).

 

4.  MALAYSIA

 

AP (KUCHING) REPORTS SARAWAK STATE GOVT/REYNOLDS METALS

AGREED ON JOINT ACTION PROGRAM FOR PROPOSED BIL-DOL BINTULU
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ALUMINUM PLANT (WSJ).

 

5.  INDOCHINA REFUGEES/AUSTRALIA

 

REUTER (DARWIN) REPORTS VIET TRAWLER CARRYING ABOUT 175

REFUGEES/7 CAPTIVE COMMUNIST GUARDS INTERCEPTED BY AUSSIE

NAVY/ESCORTED INTO DARWIN HARBOR TUES BY AUSSIE NAVAL

PATROL BOAT.  SAYS REPORTS PRECEDED ARRIVAL THAT REFUGEES

HAD SEIZED VESSEL NEAR VN COAST.  SHIP'S DECKS CROWDED W/

REFUGEES CARRYING ANTI-COMMUNIST BANNERS, BUT DOCKWORKERS

SHOUTED INSULTS AT REFUGEES, ACCUSING THEM OF BEING

PIRATES/BROTHEL OWNERS/DRUG RUNNERS.

 

REUTER NOTES THIS BRINGS TOTAL REFUGEES REACHING AUSTRALIA

TO MORE THAN 900/FRASER GOVT HAS COME UNDER INCREASING

PRESSURE REFUSE REFUGEE BOATS ENTRY.  ONE REFUGEE, WHO

ARRIVED 11 DAYS AGO, SAID HE PAID FOR HIS ESCAPE W/GOLD

LEAF WORTH 2,750 DOLS, BRINGING SON W/HIM BUT LEAVING

WIFE/4 OTHER CHILDREN BEHIND.  SAID IMPOSSIBLE CONTINUE

TEACHING IN SAIGON, WHERE "SECRET POLICE WATCHED US ALL

THE TIME."

 

6. JAPAN

 

STORIES ON FUKUDA'S CABINET SHUFFLE CONTINUE.  REUTER

(TOKYO 11/28) REPORTS SHIFTS WELCOMED IN TOP BUSINESS/

BANKING CIRCLES. SAYS ONLY SURPRISE CHOICE IN NEW
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CABINET WAS SONODA AS FON MIN, WHICH ANALYSTS INTERPRET

AS INDICATION PM HAS DECIDED PUSH FOR EARLY RESUMPTION

DEADLOCKED TALKS ON JAPAN-PRC  PEACE/FRIENDSHIP TREATY.

 

NYT'S OFUSA (TOKYO)/PHINQ/WSJ'S THARP ALL EMPHASIZE

FUKUDA'S CREATION NEW EXTERNAL ECON AFFAIRS POST,

USHIBA APPOINTMENT AS ITS HEAD.  CHOICE OF USHIBA SEEN

UNDERSCORING EXTREME IMPORTANCE GOJ ATTACHES TO ECON

RELS, ESPECIALLY W/US.  THARP NOTES THAT WHILE REACTION
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TO CABINET SHIFT MOSTLY FAVORABLE, OPPOSITION PARTIES

OFFERED CRITICISM. NEW LIBERAL CLUB FORESEES NO NEW

DRASTIC STEPS IMPROVE US-JAPAN RELS; 1 MEMBER THINKS

FUKUDA INTENDS SOLVE "AMERICAN PROBLEM" BY USING

USHIBA'S PERSONAL RELATIONS.

 

AT 11/28 DOS BRIEFING, SPOKESMAN CARTER SAID DOS

DIDN'T VIEW CABINET RESHUFFLE AS PROMPTED BY US PRESSURES.

SAID CHANGES SEEMED DESIGNED ENABLE GOJ DEAL W/"SERIOUS

PROBLEMS AS THEY SEE THEM" IN ECON AREA (REUTER 11/28).

 

FUKUDA ANNOUNCES PLANS SEND 1 OR 2 ECON MINISTERS FROM

NEW CABINET TO US NEXT MONTH W/PROPOSALS TO REDUCE

JAPANESE TRADE SURPLUS W/US. ANNOUNCEMENT ALSO SAID

JAPAN PLANNED EMERGENCY MEASURES TO CUT IMPORT TARIFFS/REMOV

REMOVE NON-TARIFF BARRIERS/INCREASE IMPORT QUOTAS

(REUTER TOKYO).

 

NEW ECON MINISTERS SCHEDULED MEET 11/29 TO WORK OUT

PROGRAM DESIGNED REVERSE JAPAN'S TRADE SURPLUSES.

MINISTERS WILL FORM SPECIAL CONF GROUP DIRECTED BY

ECON PLANNING AGENCY CHIEF MIYAZAWA.  GROUP SEEKING

FIND METHODS BY WHICH SURPLUS COULD BE CONSIDERABLY

REDUCED W/IN NEXT FEW WKS (CULLISON, JOC TOKYO).

 

TOYOTA SOON TO CONCLUDE CONTRACTS FOR IMPORT  AUTO

PARTS FROM UK/FRENCH MFRS AS PART PROGRAM PR4MOTE

INFLOW EC PRODUCTS (UPI JOC, WP).

 

JAPANESE AUTO EXPORTS DOWN 9.2 PCT IN OCT FROM SEPT;

EXPORTS TO US DOWN 7.2 PCT IN SAME PERIOD, BUT UP 37

PCT FROM OCT 76 (WSJ).
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USDA'S "FOREIGN AGRICULTURE" MAG SAYS IMPOSITION 200-

MI FISHING ZONES BY VARIOUS NATIONS MAY FORCE JAPAN

INCREASE MEAT/FEED IMPORTS IN ORDER OFFSET DECLINE IN

FISH PRODUCTS.  USDA BELIEVES ANY GAIN IN JAPANESE
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MEAT IMPORTS WOULD ENHANCE US' POSITION IN JAPAN'S

POULTRY/PORK TRADE (JOC).

 

JAPAN/USSR HAVE PERSUADED INTL WHALING COMMISSION

SCIENTISTS TO RECOMMEND 745 PCT INCREASE IN ANNUAL

KILL QUOTA N PAC SPERM WHALES.  RECOMMENDATION TO BE

CONSIDERED AT FULL MTG IWC IN TOKYO 12/6-7 (REUTER NYT,

CSM).

7.  INDONESIA

 

GOI HOLDING LARGEST NUMBER MEDICAL PRISONERS, ACCORDING

AMNESTY INTL.  OF 92 DOCTORS/OTHER MEDICAL WORKERS

IMPRISONED IN 25 COUNTRIES FOR POL REASONS, INDO HAS 13.

W/ITS "PRISONER CONSCIENCE YEAR" DRAWING TO CLOSE, AI

APPEALS TO  MEMBERS MED PROFESSION AROUND WORLD TO WORK FOR

RELEASE THEIR COLLEAGUES (AP, NYT).

 

8.  PHILIPPINES

 

AQUINO APPEALS TO SUPREME COURT TO END "DRUMHEAD COURTS-

MARTIAL"/"ASSERT THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE JUDICIARY IF THE

REPUBLIC IS TO BE SAVED."  IN 6-PG LETTER TO COURT,

AQUINO SAID HE WAS INNOCENT OF CHARGES LEVELED AGAINST HIM/

THAT HE WANTED BE TRIED BY "INDEPENDENT/IMPARTIAL CIVIL

COURT."  GOP PRESIDENTIAL PRESS OFFICE RELEASES STATEMENT

FROM MIL TRIBUNAL HEAD, SAYING IN VIEW OF CONCERN EXPRESSED

BY DOS 11/27, HE HAS ASKED TRIAL RECORDS BE FURNISHED US

(NYT SPEC MANILA 11/28).

 

SPOKESMAN CARTER SAID MON THAT DOS IS "DISTURBED" BY

DEATH SENTENCE PASSED ON AQUINO, BUT THERE WILL BE NO

OFFICIAL COMMENT ON CASE PENDING OUTCOME OF APPEAL.  REUTER
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(MANILA) REPORTS 2 PHILS NEWSPAPER COLUMNISTS ACCUSED US

TUES OF TRYING INTERVENE IN COUNTRY'S AFFAIRS.  "DAILY

EXPRESS" COLUMNIST VALENCIA SAID US ATTITUDE HAS LED TO

SPECULATION OF AQUINO'S CONNECTION W/CIA.  SIMILAR VIEW

EXPRESSED IN "THE BULLETIN" BY BIGORNIA, WHO SAID US

REACTION HAS "DIRE PORTENTS" FOR BILAT RELS.  REUTER

OBSERVES THESE COMMENTS "APPEAR TO CONFIRM THAT FILIPINO

AUTHORITIES HAVE BEEN UPSET" BY US ATTITUDE.

 

9.  NEW ZEALAND

 

AT 11/28 NEWS CONF/HAWAIIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE LUNCH,

MULDOON CALLED FOR CLOSER US/NZ ECON LINKS, ASKED HAWAIIAN

BUSINESSMEN/GOVT LEADERS HELP CONVINCE OTHER AMERICANS

LOWER TRADE BARRIERS BETWN 2 COUNTRIES.  CONCLUDING

2 1/2-WK US VISIT, PREMIER SAID HIS TALKS WERE "FRUITFUL"

ALTHO HE DID NOT GET ASSURANCES THAT CURRENT RESTRICTIVE

TRADE POLICIES, PRIMARILY THOSE COVERING FARM COMMODITIES,
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WOULD BE LIFTED (REUTER 11/28).

 

ACCORDING CSM'S CARTHEW (WELLINGTON), GONZ IS "TURNING UP

THE HEAT" UNDER ITS CAMPAIGN AGAINST ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS/

WORKERS.  SAYS TIGHTENING IS PART OF '75 ELECTION CAMPAIGN

PROMISE TO "SLASH IMMIGRATION TO THE BONE"--OR FROM NEARLY

30,000 ANNUALLY TO ABOUT 5,000.  NEW LEGISLATION REQUIRES

FOREIGNERS HAVE WORK PERMITS BEFORE ARRIVING; PERMITS

ISSUED ONLY TO PERSONS W/SKILLS IN DEMAND; PERSONS LIVING

IN NZ ILLEGALLY WILL BE SUBJECTED TO INTENSE PRESSURE TO

LEAVE.  SAYS W/HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT, THIS MOVE EXPECTED AFFECT

CHEAP LABOR FROM PACIFIC ISLANDS.

 

10.  KOREA
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BABCOCK (WP) REPORTS IRS IMPOUNDED DIARY KEPT BY TONGSUN

PARK IN '72 WHICH DETAILS PARK'S DEALINGS W/CONGRESSMEN/

RECORDS CASH PAYMENTS TO CERTAIN OFFICIALS.  DIARY RE-

PORTEDLY INCLUDES INDICATIONS OF PAYMENTS TO AT LEAST ONE

SENATOR NOT PREVIOUSLY ASSOCIATED W/PARK.

 

REUTER NOTES HOUSE INTL RELS SUBCMTE ON INTL ORGANIZATIONS

TUES BEGINS HEARINGS ON US OPERATIONS OF KCIA.  ACCORDING

SUBCMTE SOURCES, PANEL WILL PRESENT "SIGNIFICANT, NEW

EVIDENCE" ABOUT KCIA ATTEMPTS INFLUENCE US FON POLICY.

 

FORMER USAF GEN ROBT SMITH UNDER INVESTIGATION BY SEC FOR

ALLEGEDLY RECEIVING SHIPMENT 10,000 DOLS FROM KOREAN

EMBASSY.  CASH SAID TO HAVE BEEN DISBURSED TO SMITH THRU

KOREAN RESEARCH INST.  SMITH IS VP FOR FAR EAST OPERATIONS

OF E-SYSTEMS, DALLAS ELECTRONICS WARFARE EQUIPMENT FIRM

WHICH HAS ACKNOWLEDGED IT PAID KOREAN RESEARCH INST

1.4 MIL DOLS IN COMMISSIONS ON SALE OF EQUIPMENT TO ROKG.

SEC INVESTIGATING IF THIS 1.4 MIL DOLS THEN USED IN

INFLUENCE BUYING (JACKSON, LAT-WP).

 

11.  GENERAL

 

BANK OF CALIF PRES SCHMIDT, IN MANILA FOR OPENING OF

BANK'S 1ST OFFSHORE BANK IN ASIA, FORECASTS US INFLATION

TO CONTINUE AT AROUND 6 PCT IN '78/SHARP DROP IN GNP

UNLESS THERE IS SOME EARLY STIMULUS.  REGARDING PRESSURE

ON YEN, BANK VP TEMPEST SAID ONLY HOPE FOR STABILIZATION

IS JAPAN/US TRADE AGREEMENT (REUTER MANILA).

 

COMMENT AND ANALYSIS

 

12.  PHILIPPINES

 

CSM SAYS MARCOS HAS NOW GAINED WHATEVER MEASURE SATISFAC-
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TION HE CAN FROM DEATH SENTENCE IMPOSED ON AQUINO/CALLS
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ON MARCOS EXERCISE PRESIDENTIAL POWERS EITHER TO PARDON

AQUINO/PERMIT HIM GO INTO EXILE/DRASTICALLY REDUCE

SENTENCE, AT VERY LEAST.  SAYS TO DO NOTHING WOULD "CON-

FIRM WIDESPREAD SUSPICION" THAT "PERSONAL VENDETTA" BEING

CARRIED OUT AGAINST AQUINO ON WHAT APPEARS "QUESTIONABLE

EVIDENCE."  DECLARES US SHOULD NOT HESITATE TO CONDEMN

"THIS DRACONIAN PUNISHMENT."  INSISTS MARCOS SHOULD BE PUT

ON NOTICE "HIS RELENTLESS PERSECUTION" OF POL FOR OVER

PAST 5 YRS "HAS NOT ESCAPED NOTICE ABROAD" AND THAT

POL BENEFITS OF SUCH ACTION "NOW HAVE DWINDLED TO ZERO."

 

IN ANOTHER COLUMN FROM PHILS, WM BUCKLEY (WSTAR 11/28) SAYS

LACK OF WESTERN DEMOCRACY THERE DOESN'T BOTHER MARCOS

AT ALL.  CALLS FOR MARCOS BE JUDGED BY HIS RESPECT FOR

HUMAN RTS; SAYS IF PERSONAL LIBERTY CAN BE ACHIEVED

BY MARCOS, EVEN W/O POL LIBERTY, HE WILL HAVE SERVED HIS

COUNTRY.

 

EARLIER (11/25) BUCKLEY INTERVIEWED IMELDA MARCOS, TALKED

ABOUT HER DRIVE/POWER/BEAUTY.  ALSO DISCUSSED AT SOME

LENGTH HER FASCINATION--AND THAT OF HER HUSBAND--WITH

MAO TSE-TUNG.  CONCLUDES IMELDA ATTRACTED TO MAO'S

MEMORY BECAUSE HE "GOT THINGS DONE," AND SHE, TOO,

DETERMINED "GET THINGS DONE."

 

13.  INDONESIA

 

LAT'S MCARTHUR (GLOBE, JAKARTA 11/27) WRITES OF INDO

MYSTICISM/EFFECT IT MIGHT HAVE ON DURABILUTY SUHARTO.  SAYS

PRES CONCERNED ABOUT TRIAL SAWITO KARTOWIBOWO, JAILED YR

AGO FOR CLAIMING TO HAVE SEEN VISION/TO HAVE BEEN CROWNED

"JUST" RULER.  SAYS SINCE MYSTICISM DEEP-ROOTED IN INDO

LIFE, SUHARTO CONCERNED THAT MANY QUESTION WHETHER HE STILL

UNCLASSIFIED

 

PAGE 09        STATE  284431

 

BASKS IN REFLECTED LIGHT OF HEAVEN WHICH SHINES ON RULER.

IN ADDITION TO MANY POL PROBLEMS FACING SUHARTO OVER PAST

12 YRS, MCARTHUR SAYS IS QUESTIONABLE WHETHER ORDINARY

INDO HAS BENEFITTED FROM SUHARTO STABILITY, SINCE MOST

ECON GAINS HAVE GONE TO 1/4 OF POPULATION.  ARTICLE

ACCOMPANIED BY PHOTO SUHARTO.

 

14.  INDOCHINA

 

MCGRORY (GLOBE 11/28) SAYS SNEPP'S BOOK, "DECENT INTER-

VAL," IS CAUSING MUCH CONSTERNATION AT CIA--"AS WELL IT

MIGHT."  BUT AGENCY MIGHT BE COMFORTED, SHE SAYS, SINCE
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BOOK MAY NOT BE HEADED FOR BEST-SELLER LIST BECAUSE

AVERAGE READERS/TV VIEWERS ALREADY KNEW IN '75 THAT SOME-

THING WAS WRONG W/US EVACUATION VN.  MCGRORY SAYS AMB

MARTIN WAS "SOURCE OF THE MADNESS"; BECAUSE HE INSISTED

MORE AID/MORE TIME MIGHT LEAD TO PARTITIONED VN OR EVEN

COALITON GOVT, NOTHING COULD BE DONE "EXCEPT BEHIND HIS

BACK"--W/RESULT THAT THOUSANDS COMPROMISED VIETS WERE LEFT

TO MERCY OF CAPTORS.

 

ROUT AT END SO TOTAL, MCGRORY SAYS, THAT CIA OPERATIVES

CAUGHT IN PATH OF NV OFFENSIVE NEGLECTED DESTROY THEIR

PERSONNEL FILES, LEAVING NVN NO TROUBLE TRACKING DOWN

CANDIDATES FOR RE-EDUCATION CAMPS.  ON OTHER HAND, EVEN

WITH "MORE RATIONAL AMBASSADOR" OR "LESS VAINGLORIOUS

SECRETARY OF STATE," SHE SAYS, "DIFFICULT TO IMAGINE HOW

THERE COULD HAVE BEEN A GRACEFUL EXIT."  MCGRORY CONCLUDES

THAT NOTHING CAN BE DONE ABOUT VN, BUT MAYBE SOMETHING

CAN BE DONE ABOUT CIA--"LIKE EVACUATING IT."

 

15.  JAPAN

 

WP'S CHAPMAN (TOKYO) SAYS FUKUDA CABINET SHUFFLE

REPRESENTS PM'S CONVICTION HE MUST SHOW WORLD NEW ECON

FACE/TAKE BOLDER, MORE DECISIVE ROLE IN REVIVING JAPAN'S
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ECON.  SEES ACTION AS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT PREVIOUS "GO-SLOW"

FORMULA FOR MANAGING ECON RECOVERY NOT WORKING.  TERMS

USHIBA'S APPOINTMENT "ESPECIALLY WELCOME" FROM US PT OF

VIEW.  OUTSIDE ECON APPOINTMENTS, STATES FUKUDA SHOWED

TENDENCY STICK W/LOYAL, TRUSTED FRIENDS, SUCH AS SONODA/

ABE.

 

16.  KOREA

 

MORITZ (CSM, SEOUL) DOES BRIEF FEATURE ON ROK'S EFFORT

DEVELOP TOURISM AS "MAJOR SOURCE OF NATIONAL STRENGTH"/

"INTL SUPPORT."

 

REP FRASER TOLD INTL RELS SUBCMTE TUES THAT KCIA

FORMULATED PLAN FOR "OUTRIGHT SUBVERSION" DESIGNED SWAY

US PUBLIC OPINION AND OFFICIAL POLICY IN FAVOR OF PARK

GOVT; SAID AMBITIOUS/DETAILED PLAN EARMARKED ABOUT

750,000 DOLS FOR OPERATION, WITH ADDITIONAL FUNDS TO BE

SET ASIDE FOR CONGRESSIONAL CAMPAIGNS (REUTER WASHINGTON).

VANCE
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<< END OF DOCUMENT >>
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